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Sixth Sunday after Easter

”Love One Another”
John 15: 9-17

MAY 17, 2009

Jerri Kumm, LP


May the light of your Word, so shine through my words, Father, that those who hear might know you better.


Years ago, I saw a movie called Shenandoah which stared Jimmy Stewart and Doug McClure.  One scene had Doug asking for the hand of Jimmy’s Stewart’s daughter.  Doug said, “Sir, I would like your permission to marry your daughter.  I love her very much.”  And Jimmy said, “Well, well, do you like her?”  To which Doug said, “I just told you, Sir, I love her very much!”  “Well, replied Jimmy, “ You know, son, you can grow to love anyone but when the bloom falls off the rose, you’d better like the person you’re going to spend the rest of your life with.” 


It is possible to love someone without liking them very much – those of you who have or have had difficult teenagers know what I’m talking about – and Jimmy just wanted to make sure that his new son-in-law would not only love his daughter, but that he liked her as well.  

Every once in awhile a great lesson comes along that I can really get into and preach from the heart.  Let me rephrase that, all my sermons are from the heart, some are just more personal.  Today’s lesson from John is like that.  The message is so simple – “Love one another”.  It is our church motto as well – so that fits nicely.

Let’s put the lesson in context:  Jesus and his disciples are at the Last Supper.  Now Matthew and Mark finish the story of the Last Supper with the words, “they sang a hymn and went to Mt. Olive to pray”.  Luke goes a bit farther with the story and speaks of the Apostles asking which of them is the greatest, Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s betrayal, and his talk to the disciples about going on with his ministry and how they should prepare for that.
 
However, the author of John, from whom our lesson comes today, takes the opportunity of the Last Supper to impart some wisdom and to remind the reader of some of the basic principals of Jesus - one of which is that they were commanded to love one another as Jesus has loved them.  
      Then Jesus goes on – and this has become a famous quote down through the years – Jesus says, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  (Well) Jesus is telling them of what is to come – that is - his own death on the cross.  He is telling them that he is going to be the ultimate sacrifice for them, his friends whom he loves.  And he’s saying that this is no small thing, but the greatest thing one can do to show love for another.  But further, by commanding they should “love others as I have loved you” he is saying to them “give everything, even your life to save others, just as I am going to give mine in love for you”.  And as we know most of the disciples did just that and were martyred for spreading the Word to save others.

Now that’s a pretty heavy commandment isn’t it; to love others as Jesus loved his disciples?  And though Jesus was commanding his Disciples at the time, he IS also commanding us today. 
 I think God does hold a special place in his “heart” for those who bravely give their life for another.   And though we may literally be called to lay down our lives, sometimes we are called to “die” to ourselves in order to love another.  Because sometimes I think that’s what it takes – let me explain.

From time to time, in our Bible study class, we have been asked “to whom do you find it hardest to minister?”  And I must ashamedly answer, “Those who are dirty and smelly.”  And yet, it’s not like I’ve never been dirty and smelly myself – who am I to  begrudge ministering to those who are simply in a position in which – from time to time - I have found myself?

Too many times we let the outer parts of a person, their personality, their looks, their manners and actions dominate our words or actions toward them..  


You see, the dirt and the smell, the grating voice or obnoxious personality is only the human side of the person - that is only what has happened to that perfect being as they have spent time here on earth.  We all were born perfect souls – because God, being God, can create nothing imperfect.  Nonetheless we cannot remain perfect people because we are human beings living in a imperfect world - influenced by our sin, life’s circumstances, and by evil.

Sometimes that makes us cynical, sometimes that makes us mean-tempered and sometimes that makes us the least likely person to deserve love.  But here’s the funny thing about that.  Jesus doesn’t discriminate about who deserves and who does not deserve love.  Jesus calls on us to love everyone – especially those perhaps who are least “deserving”.

`
So it boils down to this – We do not need to like a person or like what they do, in order to love them.  That doesn’t seem to make sense - but remember, love is not an “extension of like”, it is not a stronger emotion, nor the next step up from liking someone.

Love goes beyond that, it skips over the human part of a person, or put a better way allows us to ignore the human part of a person – which we may not like - in order to get to the very heart and the soul of that person who is God-created.  And that soul, created by God, himself, is perfect and loveable and deserving of all the love we can shower upon him..

But now the question arises, “HOW do we do that?”  How do we get beyond the dirt and the smell and go straight to the heart of that perfect soul and love him or her?  Well, I can only tell you what I have had to do, and that is:  to get over myself.  That person is only dirty and smelly because of circumstances of life – not because they want to be that way!  They may be homeless, jobless, or ill, so in order to love this unfortunate person, I have to put myself in their place.  How would I feel if I were homeless living on the streets without a way to wash my body or my clothes?  How would I feel if I were utterly alone in the world with no where to go and nobody to care?  It is really only through the grace of God that I have not found myself in that situation.  Am I properly grateful?  Do I thank God for that every day?  And if I am properly thankful, how can I not love and minister to my fellowman regardless of how dirty and smelly he is?  For that is how Jesus love me when I was dirty and smelly!
Sometimes that can be very difficult - people hurt us, sometimes intentionally.   I can tell you from experience, friends, that it is difficult to love someone who has hurt you intentionally.  But with baby steps and through the love of God the Father himself, it can be done.  I have done it.  When people ask me “how can you pray for that person after what they did to you?”  I answer, “Because through his/her words and actions, this person has made it clear that they need prayers more than anyone I know.  For I fear he/she is on the road to hell and needs to turn around get on the road to heaven instead.  With enough prayer, that might just happen”
Again, I have had to get over myself – I have had to die to my old prejudices and get beyond them to minister to another with prayer.  How dirty this person is - how badly he smells is NOT what Jesus wants me to see – that’s just life.  Jesus was talking about loving, not liking – and God loves that dirty person as much as he loves me.  And so he has commanded me to love him – and IF I follow God’s first and greatest commandment to love him with all my heart and mind and soul, then I have no choice but to love another even as Jesus loves me, because on the last day, God might ask me the opposite of what Jimmy Stewart asked Doug McClure in that movie - God might say, “Jerri, I know you didn’t like him, but did you love him?”




                                                                                    Amen
