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1 Samuel 3:1-10, Psalm 139, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51

God grant us the serenity to accept the things we can not change the courage to change the things we can and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.  Amen

Imagine this situation.....

Three retirees, each with a hearing loss, were taking a walk one fine March day.

One remarked to the other, "Windy, ain't it?"

"No," the second man replied, "It's Thursday."

And the third man chimed in, "So am I. Let's have a coke."

Hearing is not young Samuel’s problem in our Hebrew Scriptures reading today.  Listening is… I have always loved this passage from 1 Samuel often subtitled “The Calling of Samuel.”  First a bit of background to set the stage. The prophet Samuel was of incredible significance in the history of Israel.  Indeed Samuel was called to be the Lord’s prophet to all of Israel, or as today’s scripture says,” The Lord let none of his words fall to the ground.” 

As an adult Samuel is the prophet who anoints and advises the first king of Israel, Saul.  When Saul fails to follow our Lord’s direction given to him by Samuel, this prophet goes on to anoint and mentor 
an obscure shepherd named David who will go on to be acknowledged as Israel’s greatest king.  Today’s passage is the explanation for all that is to follow.

Samuel was dedicated to temple life by his mother Hannah in thanksgiving for granting her a child so late in life.   So probably around age 5, Samuel went to live permanently with Eli who served as priest  in the temple at Shiloh.

According to tradition, Samuel was twelve years old when today’s scripture passage takes place.  As the passage opens, Eli is lying down in his room, and Samuel is in the temple where the ark is kept. When the Lord called Samuel’s name, the boy assumed that it was Eli and went to his bedside as “Samuel did not yet know the Lord.”  After this happened for the third time, Eli realized that the Lord was calling Samuel and told Samuel to answer “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

As I said earlier, hearing is not young Samuel’s problem.   Listening is. As it is with most of us, I suspect.   Perhaps that is why the theme of the scriptures for the next two Sundays focuses on our response to God’s call.  Or as Jesus says to his disciples in the 

gospel of John, “You did not choose me but I chose you.”

God calls us and we choose to respond or not.  This passage among other things, illustrates that a call is not dependent upon age or previous relationship with the Lord.  It also is an example of the power of God’s word to those who would hear.  God has been calling those whom the Holy One  hoped would respond since the beginning of time.  


One never knows where one will be or what one will be doing when God’s call comes. For example,  Abraham in the 18th century BC was minding his own business in Haran.  Paul in the first century AD was traveling on the road to Damascus.  Augustine in the 4th century was working in the garden.  John Wesley in the 18th century was listening to a lay person read the scriptures.  CS Lewis in the 20th century was riding in the side car of his brother’s bike.

Every call from God is a personal call. Because our Creator knows each and every one of us well. “Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar,” says Psalm 139. God’s call comes to us person-to-person.  It is not a conference call.   Some of us respond by putting God on hold. Others of us use call-waiting and take other calls first.  Then there are those of us who try to return the call collect---making God pay for calling us.

The problem with putting God on hold is that we may never take that call.  God will not hang up on us…look at the Lord’s patience with Samuel.  The Holy One actually calls Samuel four times before the boy responds.  But we may accidentally or purposefully hang up on God.    And that is a tragedy, for if each of us was created for a specific purpose, that purpose will go unfulfilled.   That is not a tragedy for God as, I believe, the Holy One will find someone to fill that empty niche.  But it is a tragedy for us as God creates what some have called a “God-sized hole” within each of us.  A hole that can only be filled by answering God’s call.   We might be aware of the emptiness, that something is missing or passing us by and try to fill the hole with other things like power or money or substances.  But we never equate our emptiness  to having put God on hold and then having  dropped the call.

And then there are those of us who use the “call waiting” approach, choosing to answer other calls first.  That comes closest to my story, as I knew from age 8 that I was supposed to be a priest.  I even answered God’s call that morning in church that sure I would lead in God’s church. But then I chose to take other “calls” that led me to fall away from my faith, marry, have children, and be a school administrator and educator.  Most of the other calls were valid as well, but I was left with an empty restless yearning inside that was filled when I answered God’s call to the priesthood.  Thankfully God is patient and persistent.  When I was ordained, almost nine years ago, there was a piece of me that knew I was finally where God would have me be, doing what God would have me do.   For answering God’s call, at least for me, brought with it “the peace that passes understanding.” 

And then there are those who choose to answer God’s call by expecting the Holy One to make all their problems disappear as a payment for answering the call.  A sort of bargaining with God that goes something like, “I’ll be your servant, if and only if, I can have everything I want, when I want it.”  And when life does not become full of nothing but joy and love, these people become angry and bitter, blaming God for everything.   They forget that God’s sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was payment in full for every call.

Today’s scriptures are about responding to God’s call.   Often we want to stop our ears and pretend we do not hear God’s voice; often, we do not want to follow God’s will, preferring instead to do what we want when we want.  Yet the promise from God is that when we accept God’s word, we will see great things, as Jesus promises Nathanael in the reading from John today.  Being open to receive God’s word, answering the call, means that we must sometimes go where we do not want to go.  This is never easy.  “But,” as Kristin Largen explains “If we, like Samuel, have the courage to listen to God’s word and follow God’s command, we will come to know the one who knew us while we were still in our mother’s womb, and we , too, will see the great work of the Lord.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.




