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Fertile Soil?
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          A brand new pastor was called to his first church.  As can be the case, several of the older folks of the Parish waited for their new pastor and then died.   Consequently in four weeks he did eight funerals.  He did not have time to write his regular Sunday Sermons.  So he used the sermon from the Sunday before - 3 more times.  The Vestry went to the Bishop complaining that this new pastor had used the same sermon 4 times in a row.  The Bishop asked what the sermon was about.   The Vestry couldn't remember, they scratched their heads and hemmed and hawed - but they really couldn't remember.  The Bishop said, "Let him use it one more time."


Let’s face it some sermons are better than others.   Sometimes we sit right there in the pew and listen intently to what the preacher or priest is saying, and we might even nod a time or two over a point well made, but can anyone tell me what the sermon was about last week?  In fact after a couple hours have gone by, can we remember even then?


Does that mean our minds are infertile soil?  Is that what Jesus is talking about in this Gospel parable?  First let’s examine what a parable is.  Well, in my study I’ve found that the word “parable” from the Greek Parabole meaning “to place alongside.”  So were we to place this parable along side- what is meant, or what is represented - we should discover a better understanding.

When his Disciples asked Jesus why he taught in parables, he answered that it was to instruct those who understood and to confuse those who didn’t.  You see, the Disciples, who knew Jesus, would understand and could therefore spread the Word. The true meaning of God’s word was what went forth.

So, in this parable what is placed along side.  Well, the seed is the Word of God, which can either die or flourish depending on what kind of soil it finds when it is planted.  You and I are the soil, and God is the sower of the seeds.  He cast his word out to us and we can either accept Him, nourish Him, and send he on, or not.


Matthew’s Gospel was written after the Gospel of Mark in which this same passage occurs.  So Matthew borrowed this parable from Mark.  He must have thought it was worth repeating.  Also you will note that the first part of the lesson is Jesus teaching the people gathered at the lakeside about how soil can be fertile and raise a good crop, or if the seeds fall is poor soil, they can either not germinate and grow, or they might be choked out by thorns.  Then later in the chapter he explains the meaning of the parable.


So if we don’t “get” what is said in the lesson or the sermoon, are we the infertile soil Jesus is talking about?  No, I don’t think so, especially if the lesson is a parable.  


Our Bible study class took on the “Parables” as one of our first challenges and it was tough trying to decipher what Jesus was talking about.  We were not infertile soil however because we were striving to learn, to delve into the words that were written and try and understand what Jesus meant.  There’s a huge difference between those who want to learn and those who won’t learn.  It is my belief that Jesus can give us a better understanding, a broader mind, when it comes to discerning His parables IF he knows that we are doing our best to comprehend what he’s saying. I am sure that our Bible class would not have gotten through our study of the Parables without the help of Jesus himself, who I think pulled a chair up to the table and joined us.

If we were to get real, we would recognize that reading and understanding some parts of the Bible require a lot of study.  If one were just to read the words and not look into what they meant, then one would not get much out of it.


Now, let’s have a look at the people represented by the different kinds of soil.  Please don’t misunderstand! I am not judging these people in any way, just trying to define them in regard to the parable.


Those who read the Word of God or hear them as children and then dismiss them and never enter a church again, except for weddings and funerals….those folks are those who’s mind is infertile soil.  They are therefore, subject to the Evil One – they are in danger of being his, snatched away as the seeds were in our lesson.


Those who hear God’s Word as children and excitedly join a church but then seldom attend and fail to grow spiritually – those are the folks of the rocky ground and they don’t establish a good root system.  

Then there are those who join the Christian Community, but then find that they don’t have time to participate because they are too busy, or business keeps them away, they have family in town – we can come up with a million excuses.  These people have let the secular existence of day to day life take precedence over their own Spiritual well being.   They might go on living but they will not bear fruit.

Then we come to those of the fertile soil, where spiritual growth is of the utmost importance.  Every Sunday these folks will be right there in the pew listening to the liturgy, participating and growing in spirit and truth, as Ruth puts it - receiving the Word of God – the seeds, nourishing them, coaxing them to germinate and flourish, bearing fruit and completing the cycle to plant more seeds.

So sometimes, our minds wander; sometimes the sermon just doesn’t speak to us.  Does that make us the infertile soil in the lesson?  No it makes us human.   As hard as Ruth and I try to make the sermons interesting, informative and maybe a little challenging, we don’t always succeed in the manner in which we would like.

Then again sometimes, maybe just once in awhile, the sermon really speaks to us.  Sometimes a little seed gets planted and it changes our way of thinking…..and if we let it, maybe our lives.  But that seed requires fertile soil.  That requires an open mind….and an open heart.

But what makes soil fertile?  Well being a farmer’s wife, I can tell you just exactly what makes soil fertile……..manure, and dead plants, and dead animals – the waste of the world, which all decays, and breaks down into it’s components to feed the soil and make it rich.  


Irma Bombeck used to say, “the grass is always greener over the septic tank.”  There’s a reason for that.

Now, you and I have a lot of waste, a lot of trash in our lives – I know I surely do.  We can either store that up and let it keep getting bigger and bigger, more and more rotten, or we can break it down into its components and let it feed our soil and make us rich.


Then we will be able to bear fruit – then we will full of God’s Word and able to share our fruit with others.  The lesson concludes with these words:  And the seeds sown in the good soil stand for those who hear the message and understand it; they bear fruit, some as much as one hundred, others sixty, and other thirty.”


Those of us who are of the fertile soil have much fruit to share – will you share your fruit this week?
                                                                                     Amen
